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The North Atlantic Treaty Orgat

—world’s major international instit
and military alliance that brings togetf
countries from Europe and North America

PROTECTING PEOPLE

FORGING PARTNERSHIPS

Meet to caoperate in the field of il
nce. In this respe_gt, NATO provides ’/ /
i between these two continentsioﬂi‘t_jgbl
d security cooperation. _ - i

COMBATING NEW THREATS

BUILDING PEACE & STABILITY




NATO is committed to protecting its members
through political and military means. It also
encourages consultation and cooperation
with non-NATO countries in a wide range of
security-related areas such as defence reform
and peacekeeping.

Through its discussions and partnerships,
NATO contributes to preventing conflicts
within and beyond the frontiers of its member
countries.

It promotes democratic values and is committed
to the peaceful resolution of disputes. If diplomatic

efforts fail, it has the military capacity needed to
undertake crisis-management and peacekeeping
operations alone or in cooperation with other
countries and international organisations.

NATO also has a third dimension which
consists of activities in the area of civil
emergency planning, helping Allies and
partners to cope with disasters, as well as to
promote cooperation in the field of science
and the environment.

Each member country has a permanent
delegation at NATO’s political headquarters in
Brussels, Belgium. It is headed by an ambassador,
who represents his/her governmentin the Alliance’s
consultation and decision-making process.

The North Atlantic Council is the most important
political decision-making body within the
Organization. It meets at different levels and is
chaired by the Secretary General of NATO, who
helps members reach agreement on key issues.

All decisions within each of NATO’s committees
are reached by consensus. A “NATO decision”
is therefore the expression of the collective will
of all member countries.

NATO has very few permanent forces of its
own. When an operation is agreed by the North
Atlantic Council, members contribute forces on
a voluntary basis. These forces return to their
countries once the mission is completed.

Itis the role of the military command structure to
coordinate and conduct these operations. This
structure consists of headquarters and bases
located in different member countries.

NATO’s day-to-day activities, civil and military
structures and security investment programmes
are funded through common budgets to which
member governments contribute in accordance
with an agreed cost-sharing formula.
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