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Ref.: CL/3906

Subject: Participation Programme in the activities of Member States for
2010-2011

Sir/Madam,

The Participation Programme, to which all Member States and Associate
Members of UNESCO have access, provides a means of supporting activities in
the Organization’s regular programme priorities. In this biennium, in line with the
Approved Programme and Budget for 2010-2011 (35 C/5 Approved), we should
like you, when preparing your projects, to take particular account of the two top
programme priorities (Africa and gender equality) and the priority target groups
(youth, the Least Developed Countries, post-conflict and post-disaster countries
and Small Island Developing States).

When formulating any request you may wish to make under the Participation
Programme, | invite you to be sure that there is a link between your proposals
and the priorities set out in UNESCO'’s regular programme, in accordance with
35 C/Resolution 67 that is enclosed herewith. Your projects should be submitted
on the form annexed to this circular letter, clearly listed in their order of priority.
The closing date for the submission of requests is 28 February 2010. The
Participation Programme and Fellowships Section stands ready to provide
you with any further information you may require (tel: +33 1 45 68 15 07;
fax: +33 1 45 68 55 34).

| am also pleased to inform you that, under the provisions approved by the
General Conference, each region may submit three regional requests in an
amount not exceeding US $46,000 each. These projects may be outside the
quota of 10 requests submitted by each Member State, if they so wish.

Furthermore, | should like to draw your attention to the fact that Member States
and international non-governmental organizations that received financial
assistance under the Participation Programme in previous biennia (up to and
including 2008-2009) undertook to forward the following to the Secretariat upon
completion of each project:

- A financial report expressed in US dollars and containing a detailed
and accurate statement of expenditure, which should correspond to
the budget estimate that the former Director-General approved.

- A project evaluation report, which should describe in full the
implementation of the project and the results obtained.

To Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO




[image: image2.jpg]CL/3906 — page 2

I should also like to recall that, as stipulated by the above-mentioned Resolution,
no further financial contributions will be forthcoming in 2010-2011 until the
Secretariat has received all the financial and evaluation reports on requests and
emergency assistance paid before 31 December 2008. The projects approved in
the form of financial contributions for the next biennium must be implemented by
31 December 2011, and the financial reports submitted by 30 April 2012 at
the latest.

Any sum not used for the purposes of the project should be reimbursed in the
currency of payment.

As you know, in 35 C/Resolution 67, on the Participation Programme, adopted at
the last session of the General Conference, | am invited to identify ways and
means of strengthening the Participation Programme for the 2010-2011 biennium
for the benefit of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs), developing countries,
post-conflict and post-disaster countries, Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
and countries in transition. For that reason, | suggest that the member
countries of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), and more particularly those on its Development Assistance
Committee, as well as all countries whose annual gross domestic product
per capita exceeds $10,000, refrain from submitting requests. The funds
saved could thus be available for the Member States which need them most,
as indicated in the General Conference Resolution stated above.

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

M W /Bﬁtﬂ;

Irina Bokova
Director-General

Enclosures: 5 annexes

cc:  National Commissions for UNESCO
Permanent Delegations to UNESCO




